
Veterans 
& the rise  
of  shooting 
sports
how firearms sports   
are helping returning vets

A Special Report Prepared by The Washington Times Advocacy Department
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By DaviD Keene

THe WasHInGTOn TImes

My daughter enlisted in 
the Army not too long 
after Sept. 11, 2001. Be-
fore she was through, she 
managed to survive two 
tours in Iraq and a year in 

Afghanistan. Upon her return, she bought 
herself an AR-15, the semi-automatic ver-
sion of the rifle she carried while on active 
duty. She takes it to the range and enjoys 
shooting.

She shoots the AR-15 today because, 

like most veterans since the 1960s, she 
relied on a version of it for her very sur-
vival. The familiarity of those men and 
women who have served with the rifle 
helps explain why it is the most widely 
owned and purchased long arm in the 
United States today. It may also go a long 
way toward explaining why proposals to 
ban its sale, ownership and use generates 
such public backlash that Congress and 
most states have refused to pass such bans 
even though they are backed by the presi-
dent, most liberals and much of the media.

There are something on the order of 
4.5 million AR-15s in private hands today. 
They are used by competitive shooters, 
plinkers, hunters and are kept by men 
and women who rely on them for home 
defense. 

Moreover, the AR-15 is in the tradi-
tion of the most popular firearms since 
our nation’s founding. As veterans have 
returned to civilian life, they have always 
brought with them a fondness for the arms 
on which they depended while in the 
service. Toward the end of the Civil War, 
Union soldiers began receiving Spencer 
Repeating Rifles which, unlike most of the 
guns used during that war, could fire as 
many as seven rounds without reloading. 

After the war, the lever action rifles from 
Winchester that followed became the 
most popular civilian rifles of their day.

The lever action is still popular today, 
but things changed when veterans began 
returning from service after World War I. 
They were issued, trained on and carried 
what was known as the 1903 Springfield, 
a bolt action repeating rifle which after 
the war became the iconic hunting arm 
of all time and is still the favorite of most 
hunters today. Each of these firearms was 
adopted by the military for very good 
reasons, as each incorporated the best 
technology available at the time. They 
also proved rugged, reliable and accurate.

World War II saw the advent of the 
semiautomatic and fully automatic fire-
arms that have been popular ever since. 
The legendary Garand and the little M1 
carbine were superior to the weapons of 
our adversaries and beloved by those who 
carried and survived the war because of 
them. After the war, semiautomatic or “au-
toloaders” as they were known began to 
appear on the civilian market. Youngsters 
in the 1950s began finding semi-automatic 
.22 caliber rifles under the family Christ-
mas tree and first learned to shoot and 
hunt with them.

It wasn’t until later in the century 
that semi-automatic versions of the new 
lighter rifles first issued to those serving in 
Vietnam began appearing on the civilian 
market. The military versions of the new 
rifles could be fired either as autoloaders 
or as fully automatic weapons, but since 
fully automatic weapons were off-limits 
to most civilians, the ARs available for 
purchase were all semi-autos. They be-
came popular through the 1990s, and for 
the same reasons their predecessors had 
proved so attractive to civilian shooters 
and hunters.

Today there are perhaps as many as a 
hundred companies that produce various 
versions of the AR platform for civil-
ian use. More Americans _ civilian and 
military alike _ receive their long gun 
or rifle training with ARs than any other 
rifle. The AR “platform” can be custom-
ized in dozens of ways and the resulting 
firearms dominate competitive shooting 
and specialized hunting. It is a rifle that 
women can shoot with ease and its mil-
lions of users enjoy and value. Its popu-
larity is a tribute to the rifle itself and to 
the influence of returning veterans on the 
shooting sports.

The shooting sports, the AR-15  
and a veteran close to my heart

By Paul E. Vallely (MG. USA. Ret)

Visit a gun range, attend a competi-
tive shoot, take to the field during the 
hunting season or attend a gun show 
and you’ll run into veterans of the mili-
tary enjoying their day as recreational 
shooters, hunters and gun collectors. 

Those of us who are ourselves vets 
and have worked with other veterans 
over the years appreciate more than 
most just how much our veterans enjoy 
the shooting sports.

Wounded veterans especially seem 
to truly enjoy various shooting sports 
programs across the country. The first 
annual Wounded Veteran Marksman-
ship Competition was held in 2011, and 
today this and similar programs and 
events serve veterans and their families 
by providing them with a weekend of 
fun, where they get to experience the 
camaraderie that many of them miss 
after they leave the service.

Disabled veterans often find them-
selves surrounded in a civilian world 
that simply doesn’t understand who 
they are, where they have been and 
things they are still dealing with stem-
ming from their service. Providing 
them with a laid-back, comfortable 

environment surrounded by others 
who have had similar experiences has a 
profoundly positive effect. 

The same goes for their spouses 
and loved ones, who can be overlooked 
as the strongest source of support for 
disabled veterans. Families make sacri-
fices together, and the spouses deserve 
recognition and appreciation when it 
comes to sacrifices they make support-
ing their loved ones as they face the 
challenges of disability. They too have 
unique experiences that few others 
understand, and it is important to us to 
provide them with fun activities to help 
them connect with others facing the 
same challenges.

As testimony to the enjoyment 
our veterans derive from hunting and 
shooting one need look no further than 
a recent shoot organized in Montana 
by NEMO Arms for three brave men 
wounded in Benghazi as terrorists 
assaulted our US State Department 
Special Mission Compound there and 
killed our ambassador in September 
2012. 

The shoot gave residents of the area 
a great opportunity to meet, target 
shoot and socialize with Mark “Oz” 
Geist, Kris “Tanto” Paronto and John 

“Tig” Tiegen. Similar events events and 
programs are being held throughout the 
United States to honor our vets and to 
enjoy the shooting sports with them. 
Rep. Jim Bridenstine, R-Okla., in 
partnership with the Civilian Marks-
manship Program (CMP) honored 
Bartlesville, Okla., resident, First Sgt. 
Bob Hunley for his service both to 
our country and his community. The 
CMP was originally created by Con-
gress at the behest of President Teddy 
Roosevelt as part of the United States 
Army. It was later spun off and re-
constituted as a national organization 
dedicated to training and educating U. 
S. citizens in responsible uses of fire-
arms and air guns through gun safety 
training,marksmanship training, and 
youth air rifle competitions.

In 2009, the CMP launched The Pa-
triot Award program to pay tribute 
to our nations’ veterans by sharing the 
lessons of their courage and sacrifice 
with young people across the country.  
The  program honors a selected district 
veteran who has demonstrated valor 
in military service and a continued 
dedication to his or her fellow Ameri-
cans after returning home.  By honoring 
a “hometown hero,” like Hunley, the 

CMP hopes to demonstrate to the next 
generation that the ideals of previous 
generations can be found in their very 
neighborhoods.

Mr. Hunley served our country in 
the U.S. Army for 21 years, completing 
tours in Vietnam, Germany and Korea. 
After he retired from the Army in 1991 
he began raising funds and awareness 
for numerous Vietnam veterans’ orga-
nizations throughout the country. Most 
recently he has been recognized for his 
work in Bartlesville, where each year he 
creates the “Street of Honor” by placing 
180 military flags on display along his 
neighborhood street during the days 
and weeks leading up to Memorial Day, 
the Fourth of July and Veteran’s Day 
His mission, as he sees it, is to grow 
these programs and events nation-
wide for our veterans and their fami-
lies. They involve two components: a 
competition circuit and club shooting 
activities.

These are but two examples of the 
sorts of events going on around the 
country today to both honor the men 
and women ho sacrifice so much for 
their country and to provide them an 
opportunity to engage in the activities 
they enjoy so much.

Veterans love getting together to enjoy shooting sports
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NRA Life of Duty presented by Brownells is the National Rifl e Association’s premier online video channel 

devoted to honoring the brave men and women of our nation’s military, law enforcement and fi rst responder 

communities. In addition to o� ering a special class of NRA membership, the NRA Life of Duty channel tells the 

stories the mainstream media often ignores through original video programming and a digital magazine.

Honoring our nation’s fi nest through long-form, high-
production value documentaries. From tributes to those 
who have sacrifi ced it all to eye-opening explorations into 
fi elds you may not even know existed, the Patriot Profi les 
library will make you proud to live in the land of the free. 

Follow NRA Life of Duty correspondents
LtCol Oliver North and Chuck Holton as they bring you 
investigative reports, interviews and never-before-seen 
footage from current events around the globe.

Bringing together eight Americans  for the fi rst time 
to talk about what it truly means to keep our country 
safe. No scripts; no prompts; no retakes. This is 
America’s reality show.

Packed with interactive media, countless videos and 
page after page of the latest tactics and technology of 
interest … all designed for those who truly wake up every 
day to live a life of duty. 

Visit www.NRALifeofDuty.TV to watch countless hours of riveting stories and tributes or download the NRA Life 

of Duty channel on your ROKU streaming device to watch from the comfort of your home entertainment center.

© 2014 National Rifl e Association of America

DON’T WAIT! 
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By Oliver North
THe WasHInGTOn TImes

Walter Reed’s staff 
and its patients 
maintain a close 
relationship with 
our team at Free-
dom Alliance. Be-
cause of the mili-

tary medical center’s proximity to our 
headquarters, we tend to make friends 
there frequently.

Two such men are Rob and Joe, who 
we met during their recovery at Walter 
Reed. Rob was shot in the head when 
an Iraqi soldier opened fire on him and 
his comrades during a deployment. Joe 
stepped on an explosive while patrolling 
in Afghanistan with the 82nd Airborne.

With Freedom Alliance, Landon 
recently flew to Texas to meet up with 
Rob and Joe, who are now medically 
retired from the military.

Since we were already in the Lone 
Star State, we had the opportunity to 
include David, who served two tours 
as a reconnaissance Cavalry Scout. We 
first encountered David in 2011 while he 
was recovering at Brooke Army Medical 
Center (BAMC) in San Antonio.

The BAMC connection put us in 
touch with Dustin and Armen, two 
combat veterans who work to get 
other soldiers involved with organiza-
tions such as Freedom Alliance. They 
brought along to our little gathering 
Phil, a Marine military policeman; Kyle, 
a soldier who lost a leg during combat; 
and Johnny, another amputee wounded 
in service.

Through our supporters Gerald and 
Virginia Lindholm, who coordinate the 
Costa Rica Heroes Vacation, we were 
introduced to Rip and Donna Wallace 
of the 101 Bar Ranch in Swinney Switch, 
Texas. After hearing about Freedom Al-
liance from the Lindholms, the Wallaces 
wanted to do something for military 
veterans.

This unselfish couple offered to host 
a group out at their Texas ranch for an 
overnight dove hunt with these great 
veterans.

We convened at the 101 Bar Ranch 
with our nine vets just in time for 
lunch. Rip, Donna, and their son Brett 
put together a beef brisket meal at the 
hunting camp, which comprised several 
indoor gathering rooms, bunks for 
sleeping, and an outdoor eating space.

The troops ate like hungry cattle-
men and sat in the shade to chitchat, 
catching up with friends or getting to 
know one another. Gerald Lindholm 

had special hats and cooler bags made 
to give as gifts to the men on this oc-
casion; the embroidery read “Freedom 
Alliance Heroes Dove Hunt.”

Once the sun started to lower, we 
packed into vehicles for a tour of the 
101 Bar Ranch. The weather had turned 
cool, and along the drive out we saw 
movements of elk, antelope, deer, tur-
keys, and cattle.

Destined for a mass of vegetation 

called “dove weed,” we eventually 
climbed from our caravan and prepared 
to do some shooting. The doves have a 
hearty appetite for the thistle-like seeds 
in the brush, and that combined with 
cooler temperatures made this the per-
fect setting and timing for a dove hunt.

By the time the sunset was at its 
most colorful, the men had taken 
around 75 birds. Some of the fellows 
fired off rounds like they were spitting 

sunflower seeds, and we spent many 
cases of shotgun shells.

Having returned back to camp, Rip 
grilled colossal sides of beef, all in all 
about 20 pounds worth, and the sight of 
the meal had the guys pulling out their 
cameras to “share” with their friends. 
The joke was, “If you haven’t seriously 
injured yourself by eating, it’s your own 
fault!”

After the indulgent consumption and 
day of shooting, many of the guests hit 
the sack early. In the morning, the men 
said goodbye and thanks to the Wal-
laces, and some stayed later to shoot 
clay pigeons.

“We couldn’t have had a better time,” 
Armen said. “It was perfect.”

This event not only demonstrated 
the Wallaces’ support for military 
service members, but it also served as 
an outlet for troops who are trying to 
muddle through disabilities received 
during tours of combat.

A bit of recreational fun, a group 
of guys with a common history, and 
people who care can spread some heal-
ing power.

Oliver North is a retired Marine lieu-
tenant colonel and founder of the Free-
dom Alliance, a nonprofit that helps 
military veterans and their families.

The healing power of a  
dove hunt with fellow veterans
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Websites: www.kahr.com | www.auto-ordnance.com | www.magnumresearch.com          www.facebook.com/KahrArms

“...the Right of �e People to Keep and
Bear Arms Shall Not be Infringed.”

− Bill of Rights, SECOND AMENDMENT
�e Constitution of the United States
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By Jim Land

A s a veteran of the Marine 
Corps and a dedicated 
hunter, I have enjoyed a 
lifetime relying on and 
enjoying firearms. I have 
carried them into battle, 
trained others in their 

safe and effective use, shot competitively 
and spent as much time as I can hunting 
game for the table each fall. It is a passion 
I share with millions of other veterans. 
Many, like me, are fervent supporters of 
the 2nd Amendment and members of the 
National Rifle Association, where I serve 
as Secretary.

The NRA was founded in 1871 by 
veterans of the Civil War to “promote and 
encourage rifle shooting on a scientific 
basis,” as explained by co-founder Col. 
William C. Church. The association’s ties 

to veterans have never wavered, and our 
commitment to providing top-quality in-
struction and competition to our nation’s 
fighting men and women is as strong 
today as it was 143 years ago.

The NRA has been at the forefront of 
promoting, sponsoring and conducting 
shooting competitions throughout the 
organization’s history. From sanction-
ing more than 13,000 local matches at 
individual gun clubs around the country 
to conducting yearly National Pistol and 
Rifle Match Championships at Camp 
Perry, Ohio, the NRA is instrumental in 
the safe, efficient administration of chal-
lenging matches for competitors, many 
of whom got their start in shooting in the 
nation’s Armed Forces.

NRA currently offers numerous 

initiatives aimed at helping veterans.  Our 
“Life of Duty” program, sponsored by 
online retailer Brownell’s, features dis-
counts, special features and many other 
resources specifically aimed at the Ameri-
can Solder. Our “American Warrior” 
online magazine offers content tailored to 
fighting men and women, along with spe-
cial offers and gear of interest to veterans 
and soldiers. We also offer preferential 
membership to retired and active-duty 
military and members of the law enforce-
ment community.

Since 2012 the public NRA Range in 

Fairfax, Va., has welcomed over 200 men 
and women from local military hospitals 
to our facility for a “Day at the NRA” 
in honor of those who have served our 
country. We are proud to open our doors 
to these service members and their fami-
lies in recognition of their sacrifices and 
to help ease the often arduous recupera-
tion process. These events are designed 
to brighten the veterans’ day with a 
combination of education and hands-on 
fun. We are primarily working with the 
Warrior Transition Unit from Fort Belvoir 
to host the injured, ill, and wounded.

It’s the shooting sports and com-
petitions, though, which have a direct, 
palpable impact on our fighting men and 
women. Many veterans learned how to 
shoot through their service training, and 

look to competitive shooting as a way 
to retain skills the Armed Forces helped 
instill. Of course, a little friendly com-
petition doesn’t hurt, either, whether it’s 
against a friend from the military or the 
new guy they just met on the line.  NRA 
competitions often feature military-spe-
cific categories exclusively for veterans.

The competitive urge is quite strong 
among our veterans. I was in Denver in 
1988, and in my free time, would go down 
to the VA hospital just to see some of 
the troops, say hi and shake hands. I got 
the idea that they needed a recreational 

outlet to help their rehabilitation along, 
and thought some air gun shooting might 
be just the thing. It took awhile, but we 
managed to work our way through the 
bureaucracy. I got some air guns, pellets 
and targets donated, and one thing led 
to another and the program was off and 
running.

I told the folks at the VA hospital that 
I was ready to start and asked how many 
people to expect. They told me the really 
good programs drew 20 to 25 participants, 
so with that number in mind, I set up the 
range in the dining facility with all the 
rifles and equipment. More than 300 par-
ticipants showed up – and as you might 
guess that was quite a challenge. I pressed 
some of the attendees into service as 
range officers and organized the shooters 

into relays. Over the next several weeks, 
teams were organized, competitions were 
scheduled, records were established and 
the program was under way. The thera-
pists, who initially were opposed, became 
very enthused and said it was one of the 
best therapeutic recreational programs 
they had offered.

Participants couldn’t just shoot a target 
and go back to their rooms, you see. After 
taking their turns on the firing line, each 
shooter would show his target to the next 
guy and then he had to show you his, so it 
developed a lot of social activity. It snow-
balled into teams being put together and 
grew into a very positive program.

In so many ways, the NRA has been 
doing just this – arranging marksman-
ship competition and helping our nation’s 
veterans since the beginning. We see it as 
our duty and our obligation to give back 
to the men and women in uniform who 

help keep America free, and one of the 
best ways this can be accomplished is 
through friendly-but-fierce competition 
on the shooting range. Our instructors, 
range safety officers and match coordi-
nators, many veterans themselves, help 
ensure that all competition is fair, safe, 
and enjoyed by all.

Anyone who has seen the enjoyment 
of veterans and others involved in the 
shooting sports knows just how impor-
tant they can be.

Maj. Land was a member of the Marine 
Corps Shooting Team, distinguished with 
rifle and pistol, a NRA training counselor, 
instructor and match referee. He cur-
rently serves as Secretary of the NRA.

The NRA’s commitment to  
veterans and the shooting sports
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We see it as our duty and our obligation to give 
back to the men and women in uniform who help 

keep America free, and one of the best ways 
this can be accomplished is through friendly-but-

fierce competition on the shooting range. 

PHOTOS: NRA American Warrior magazine
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By DaviD SherfinSki  
anD Stephen Dinan

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Support for gun rights is 
higher than it’s been in 
decades, according to the 
latest data from the Pew Re-
search Center that signals 
a stunning turnaround in 
how Americans feel about 

the issue just two years after the Newtown 
school shooting.

Pew found that 52 percent of Ameri-
cans say Second Amendment rights are 
more important than gun control — up 
7 percentage points from just after the 
December 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting that left 20 schoolchildren 
and six faculty dead.

That’s the highest approval rating in 
two decades, and it’s being driven in part 
by changing attitudes among black Ameri-
cans, who are increasingly likely to view 
guns as good for public safety.

Pew found 54 percent of blacks now say 
firearms protect people from being victims 
of crimes, compared to 41 percent who say 
they are a public safety risk. Just two years 
ago, only 29 percent of blacks said guns 
were a public safety boon.

“Over the past two years, blacks’ views 
on this measure have changed dramati-
cally,” Pew researchers said.

The changes are all the more stunning 

given the direction the debate appeared to 
be going two years ago, when 20-year-old 
gunman Adam Lanza killed his mother, 
then drove to the elementary school where 
he fatally shot 26 people, then turned the 
gun on himself to commit suicide.

President Obama called for major new 
restrictions on gun rights in the wake of 
the shooting, asking Congress to enact a 
bill to subject more gun purchases to back-

ground checks and to ban high-capacity 
ammunition magazines and military-style 
rifles. But gun rights supporters rallied, 
blocking those efforts in the Senate and 
leaving the matter stalled.

Some states acted in lieu of federal ac-
tion, but Democrats on Capitol Hill said 
Wednesday they remain committed to 
imposing new restrictions.

“It is imperative that we act,” House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi said at 
an event to commemorate the Newtown 

shooting. “We must stick with this.”
Gun control supporters said other poll-

ing still shows strong support for specific 
changes. Requiring universal background 
checks garners support of about 90 percent 
of Americans, while support for limits on 
rifles and ammunition magazines hovers 
just above 50 percent.

Ladd Everitt, a spokesman for the Co-
alition to Stop Gun Violence, said Pew’s 

findings reflect a sharp partisan divide 
on the issue, but also said the wording 
of the survey might have influenced the 
results. The survey asked whether it was 
more important to “control gun owner-
ship” or “protect the right of Americans 
to own guns.”

“The notion of having ‘rights’ is cer-
tainly going to be more appealing than the 
notion of being ‘controlled,’ no matter what 
topic you are asking respondents about,” 
he said in an email. “We’d be curious to 

see how the polling would look if Pew 
Research asked respondents if they be-
lieved they had ‘a right to be free from gun 
violence in their communities through the 
enactment of sensible gun legislation.’”

Specific wording aside, Pew’s research 
suggested a shift over time. Support for 
gun control peaked at 66 percent in the 
late 1990s, or about the time of the 1999 
shooting at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colorado, and has dropped 20 
percentage points since then.

The recent shift has also happened 
across nearly all demographic lines.

When posed a choice between support-
ing gun rights or gun controls, men and 
women, old and young, white and black 
and Republican and Democrat all saw their 
preference for Second Amendment rights 
increase over the last two years.

African-Americans’ support for gun 
rights rose from 24 percent to 34 percent, 
and whites’ backing rose from 53 percent 
to 61 percent. Only Hispanics saw a drop 
in their support for gun rights, slipping 2 
percentage points to 25 percent, or lower 
than blacks’ level of support.

While Democrats still generally back 
gun controls, with just 28 percent sup-
porting gun rights, majorities of both 
Republicans and independents say the 
Second Amendment trumps their desire 
for more controls.

The rising popularity of gun ownership in America

By DaviD keene

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The American Revolution, and all 
that has followed, serves in many ways 
to explain the history of Americans and 
guns. From the farmers who confronted 
British regulars at Lexington and Concord 
to the men and women on the front lines 
fighting today as part of the War on Terror, 
Americans have relied on and developed 
a unique relationship with and apprecia-
tion for firearms and the shooting sports.

The men who drafted the Bill of Rights 
to our Constitution considered the right to 
bear arms so important that they included 
it as the Second Amendment, just behind 
the First Amendment’s guarantee of free-
dom of speech, religion and the right to 
petition government. 

Today nearly 50 percent of American 
households own one or more guns for 
hunting, self-defense, plinking, competi-
tion or as part of a gun collection. And a 
recent Pew poll revealed that more Ameri-
cans than ever support private firearms 

ownership and feel safer knowing that 
they have one. They know owning a gun 
leaves them in a better position to protect 
themselves and their families than would 
otherwise be the case.

The men and women who carved the 
new American nation often came from 

European countries where firearms own-
ership was illegal and one could be im-
prisoned for hunting because the shooting 
sports were reserved for the few and the 
wealthy. Taming the wilderness to which 
they flocked, however, was a dangerous 
business. And they and their children and 
grandchildren quickly learned to use the 

firearms they couldn’t own in Europe to 
defend and feed themselves and their 
families in this new, great country.

Since those shots that were indeed 
heard ‘round the world rang out, Ameri-
can men and women have relied on fire-
arms to defend America and her allies 

abroad and to keep the peace and protect 
their families and communities at home. 
But they have also developed a deep affec-
tion for what are known as the shooting 
sports. Today millions of American men 
and women compete in shooting compe-
titions both formal and informal, take to 
the field to hunt wild game for pleasure 

and to put food on the table. They attend 
hundreds of gun shows around the coun-
try, can be found practicing at thousands 
of private and public ranges and attend 
National Rifle Association and other 
outdoor events.

Those who make up our nation’s all 
volunteer armed forces bring with them 
an inherent appreciation of the firearms 
they are asked to carry while in the ser-
vice and return to civilian life to join the 
ranks of veterans and others who enjoy 
the shooting sports. The remarkable thing 
about the involvement of returning vet-
erans is not just that so many both enjoy 
taking to the field or range, but that in 
doing so their return to civilian life and 
ability to cope with what so many were 
forced to go through in service to their 
country is made much smoother than 
they expected.

A celebration of the shooting sports 
in the United States today is inextricably 
linked with our veterans and their service. 

A happy marriage between  
war veterans and the shooting sports

“The notion of having ‘rights’ is certainly going to be 
more appealing than the notion of being ‘controlled,’ 

no matter what topic you are asking respondents 
about,” he said in an email. “We’d be curious to see 
how the polling would look if Pew Research asked 
respondents if they believed they had ‘a right to be 

free from gun violence in their communities through 
the enactment of sensible gun legislation.’”

The remarkable thing about the involvement of 
returning veterans is not just that so many both enjoy 
taking to the field or range, but that in doing so their 
return to civilian life and ability to cope with what so 
many were forced to go through in service to their 

country is made much smoother than they expected.
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By Kelly Riddell

THe WasHInGTOn TImes

Scott Drummond, 45, is used 
to a busy holiday season.

A little more than a de-
cade ago, his $1.2 million, 
14,000-square-foot, newly 
opened Pintail Peninsula 
Lodge in Stuttgart, Arkan-

sas, was full of Wall Street guests, eager 
to hunt mallard ducks by day and sleep 
in five-star luxury at night.

Dubbed the “Taj Mahal of duck hunt-
ing,” by The Wall Street Journal in 1999, 
Mr. Drummond’s resort played host to 
a wealthy clientele that flew miles to 
his small, rice-farming town near the 
convergence of the Arkansas, White and 
Mississippi rivers, to experience the best 
of the state’s 60-day duck hunting season, 
which begins Nov. 22.

Mr. Drummond’s lodge — which could 
accommodate 30 hunters in 16 rooms — 
generated $1 million in business during 
the short season, enough to keep his fam-
ily comfortable year-round and to reinvest 
in the town’s growing industry. Stuttgart 
is anticipating nearly $900 million in 
duck-related revenue this season alone, 
according to KTHV, the local television 
news station.

But this year, instead of tending to his 
guests and shooting fowl, Mr. Drummond 
is pounding the pavement in Washington, 
speaking to anybody who will stop to hear 
how a small line in regulation code forced 
his growing business into bankruptcy.

Mr. Drummond, who quit his corpo-
rate job as a hydraulics engineer to pursue 
his dream as a small-business owner, had 
three duck hunting seasons under his belt 
when an ice storm hit on Dec. 9, 2000, 
cutting 20 days out of his 60-day season. 
He estimates he lost about $600,000 in 
business.

Then the unthinkable happened. Near 
the beginning of the following year’s sea-
son, terrorists hit the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon, halting air travel and 
tourism and forcing Mr. Drummond to 
refund about $375,000 worth of canceled 
season deposits.

“I lost about a $1 million in nine 
months,” said Mr. Drummond. “I went to 
my banker, but being a startup, we were 
already maxed out on my loan-to-value 
ratio income.”

Mr. Drummond’s bank, however, rec-
ommended that he ask the U.S. Small 
Business Administration for a $300,000 
disaster-assistance loan. The money 
would be used to keep Mr. Drummond’s 
marketing and operation going until the 
market turned. All parties thought the 
request was reasonable — everybody but 
the SBA. The loan was denied.

“I was irate. [The SBA] called my 
business a hobby and therefore was not 
eligible for disaster assistance,” Mr. Drum-
mond recalled. “I said, ‘What do you 
mean? This is my livelihood.’ And the SBA 
said, ‘Well, we can’t find another hunting 
lodge that can generate $1 million in 60 
days.’”

A question of coding
The reason was a little line of cod-

ing called the North American Industry 
Classification System — the NAICS code. 
Mr. Drummond’s business was assigned 
a code by the Internal Revenue Service 
when he incorporated in Arkansas. His 
businesses code was 713-990, defined as 
“all other amusement and entertainment.”

Mr. Drummond’s hunting lodge was 
grouped with miniature golf courses, driv-
ing ranges, nude beaches and water parks, 
among others — business that generated 

nowhere near the revenue in such a short 
time span as Mr. Drummond’s lodge did 
when averaged together.

These codes define an industry. Bank-
ers look to them when making loan deci-
sions, Wall Street analysts use them to 
help choose stocks, and the government 
relies on them to determine which seg-
ments of the economy are growing or 
declining. It’s the NAICS codes that the 
White House uses to analyze whether 
the automakers need a bailout or if the 
mortgage market is recovering.

Almost every trade association in 
Washington relies on the coding system 
to create an economic impact study to 
advocate for or to defend against proposed 
legislation. Right now, the outdoor trade 
industry is invisible, Mr. Drummond said.

“You could eliminate every single hunt-
ing, fishing and shooting season and not 
a single dollar would show up in an eco-
nomic impact study,” said Mr. Drummond. 
“The entire industry could be wiped out 
tomorrow and not a single person could 
show up with the economic impact gener-
ated by the government’s own economic 
industry study.”

The Congressional Sportsmen’s Foun-
dation estimates that the outdoor indus-
try is valued at $90 billion. The number 
is based on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which gets information from 
interviews with about 11,300 people. The 
number may be good enough for lobbying, 

but it’s real-world applications are limited, 
Mr. Drummond said.

For example, it didn’t help Mr. Drum-
mond get his loan approved — only a 
NAICS code representing the economic 
trends of the outdoor industry could do 
that.

It also didn’t stop the National Marine 
Fishery Service from shortening the Red 
Snapper season in the Gulf of Mexico 
from 180 days in 1997 to nine days this 
year. The proposal was approved because 
state politicians, the Gulf Coast Fishery 
Council, the American Sports Fishing 
Association and the fishery service itself 
couldn’t generate any proven numbers 
to document the economic impact of the 
change.

Instead, the change was recommended 
based on one confirmed number: how 
many fish the commercial fishermen 
catch, then estimates of how many fish 

sportsmen catch, how many fish are in 
the Gulf and the number of sportsmen 
fishing every day.

By making a code applicable to sports-
man hunting and fishing, the industry 
would have had an indisputable economic 
number to help defend against shortening 
the season, Mr. Drummond said.

That’s what Mr. Drummond trying 
to do: get the NAICS codes changed to 
represent what he considers an invisible 
industry. The Census Bureau updates 
the codes every five years, and the next 
revision is scheduled for 2017. In May, 
Mr. Drummond submitted his proposal 
to group “outdoor trade” as one NAICS 
subset — separated from the pingpong 
parlors and pool halls in his current group.

The proposal is before the Economic 
Classification Policy Committee, which 
will negotiate 2017’s proposed NAICS 
changes with Canada and Mexico this 
month. The group will publish recom-
mendations for change in the Federal 
Register in January or February. Com-
ments either supporting or declining the 
change will go to the White House Office 
of Management and Budget, which will 
make its final decision next year.

Seeking allies
Mr. Drummond is trying to get outdoor 

industry heavyweights, including the 
National Rifle Association, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, and the 

Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, to 
weigh in on behalf of his proposal.

That is easier said than done.
Mr. Drummond has conducted in-

formational interviews with them and 
has briefed their lobbyists on the stakes 
of NAICS reform for other small out-
door businesses in the industry. An as-
sociation that represents 57,000 Second 
Amendment-supporting companies called 
2AO has come onboard to help push Mr. 
Drummond’s case.

Bryan Crosswhite, president of the 
group, said his membership is mostly 
small businesses that have been crushed 
by the weight of industry regulation, and 
anything that helps to support or define 
the impact on them will be helpful in the 
long run.

For the National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation, the devil is in the details.

“Earlier this year, NSSF examined the 
NAICS code issue and has decided not to 
weigh in at this point,” Larry Keane, senior 
vice president of the NSSF, said in a state-
ment to The Washington Times. “The 
incredible complexity of undertaking a 
fundamental re-alignment of the system 
should not be understated and efforts to 
do so in a short period of time raise seri-
ous concerns about possible unintended 
consequences for our industry.

“Considering the complexity of NAICS, 
our limited resources, and the fact that the 
existing public and proprietary economic 
data tools we rely on are not based on 
NAICS codes, we determined this issue 
is not a major priority for members of 
our industry at this time,” Mr. Keane said.

The NRA and Congressional Sports-
men’s Caucus declined to be interviewed 
for this article.

The apprehension from the larger as-
sociations may stem from the worry that 
their economic estimates may not stand 
up to computed figures, Mr. Crosswhite 
said.

“They do their own economic impact 
studies, but they do it all off of estimates, 
so these guys aren’t getting actual num-
bers,” said Mr. Crosswhite. “The problem 
is, when you start doing [an NAICS code 
change], the numbers that they’re pro-
jecting could be flawed. And we think 
they’re flawed already — we think they’re 
actually low.”

Mr. Drummond, who returned to his 
full-time job as an hydraulic engineer in 
Alabama after losing his lodge, remains 
committed to his mission. He believes 
change is possible, and for his industry’s 
sake, that he’s right.

“I ended up losing everything I had, but 
others don’t have to,” he said. “I’m the only 
guy in the outdoor industry who’s figured 
this out, but when I found out I was right, 
I redoubled my efforts.”

Why the feds refuse to  
recognize hunting clubs as small businesses

Almost every trade association in Washington 
relies on the coding system to create an economic 
impact study to advocate for or to defend against 
proposed legislation. Right now, the outdoor trade 

industry is invisible, Mr. Drummond said.
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By The WashingTon Times

When Iowa’s newly 
elected Republican 
senator is sworn in 
next month, she 
will be the first 
woman veteran to 
serve in the United 

States Senate, a chamber boasting fewer 
and fewer members who have served in 
the armed forces. Sen.-elect Jodi Ernst, a 
lieutenant colonel in the Iowa National 
Guard, has served in the Guard and Re-
serves for some 21 years and spent 14 
months as a company commander in 
Kuwait during the first Gulf War.

Women serving in the active-duty 
military have become more accepted in re-
cent years, and many have served and are 
serving today with distinction alongside 
their male counterparts. Another combat 
tested veteran may be seated in the House 
this week: retired Air Force Col. Martha 
McSally won Arizona’s 2nd District race by 
161 votes on November 4th and the results 

of a mandatory recount triggered by the 
close vote will announced on Wednesday. 
Her hopeful GOP colleagues have already 
prepared a welcome for her by voting her 
seats on both the coveted Armed Services 
and Homeland Security committees. Mc-
Sally was the first woman to fly in combat 
and the first to command an Air Force 
fighter squadron.

The role and value of women in combat 
has been debated for years, but it might 
be wise to remember that against great 
odds many women have contributed to 
America’s war efforts since the founding 
of the republic. The first woman to fight 
side by side with the men of her era was 
Deborah Sampson of Massachusetts. In 
1781, she donned men’s clothing, assumed 
the name of her deceased brother,and 
joined up to fight the British. Sampson had 
served from the age of 10 as an indentured 
servant and learned to handle a musket 
with which she was reportedly as good at 
it as any of the men with whom she shot 
and hunted.

Sampson served for three years, was 

wounded several times and managed to 
avoid discovery until she contracted a 
fever that put her in the hospital, where she 
lost consciousness. The doctor treating 
her discovered that the boy whose fellow 
soldiers brought in for treatment was a 
girl, but he didn’t report her. Instead, the 
doctor moved her to his own home where 
he continued to treat her until she fully re-
covered. He had heard tales of her courage 
and decided to handle his discovery more 
delicately than one might have predicted 
at the time.

At the time of her illness, Sampson 
was serving as Aide-de-Camp to Gen. 
John Patterson, who had described her to 
a fellow officer as “one of my finest men 
and one of our quiet heroes” and praised 
Sampson’s skill with a musket. The doctor 
wrote and sealed a letter to the general 
and gave Sampson money to return to his 
headquarters. Instead of reprimanding her, 
the general upon reading the letter report-
edly told her, “You are a very courageous 
woman” and explained that the doctor was 
right in urging him to treat her as a “hero.”

Sampson received an honorable dis-
charge and returned to Massachusetts, 
where she married and had three children. 
Like more than a few who served, however, 
Sampson hadn’t been paid for her service 
so in 1792, she petitioned the Massachu-
setts legislature to grant her the pay she 
was owed. The vote was unanimous. The 
resolution granting her request declared 
in part she had “exhibited an extraordinary 
instance of female heroism, by discharging 
the duties of a faithful, gallant soldier,” and 
“was discharged from the service with a 
fair and honorable character.”

Later, upon hearing her story, Patrick 
Henry asked Congress to grant her a pen-
sion. and it too was granted favorably. A 
statue honoring Sampson stands today in 
Sharon, Mass. The headstone on her grave 
lists her name, the name she took when 
she enlisted and a simple, but accurate 
description of the woman buried beneath 
it: “The Female Soldier, Service (1781-1783).

The first, but not the last. And their 
country is lucky to have them.

From Deborah Sampson to Joni Ernst:  
Women veterans make their mark

By DaviD sherfinski

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Veterans and other gun enthusiasts 
looking to fire off a few rounds have a 
recently opened 65,000-square-foot facil-
ity just miles from the nation’s capital as 
a new option.

Elite Shooting Sports, LLC opened up 
the massive indoor shooting range last 
month just off of Interstate 66 in Gaines-
ville, Virginia. Managing partner Greg 
Wodack said they had a great opening 
weekend and have attracted a significant 
number of veterans since the opening.

“I have a lot of vets, retired vets who 
come here,” said Mr. Wodack, saying that 
they enjoy a “first responder discount” 
in the way of a reduced rate on annual 
memberships. “We have a lot of vets that 
come here during the week, especially 
when it’s slower.”

Ted Saunders of Gainesville, who 
served in the Air Force, said he was happy 
to pay full price for a membership but 
appreciated the offer of the lower rate.

“I just feel so privileged when I find 
out there’s a discount for me somewhere 
simply because I … decided to serve my 
country,” he said.

An annual membership is $34.95 per 
month and $29.95 per month for military, 

law enforcement and firefighters.
Mr. Saunders said it makes sense that 

veterans and members of law enforce-
ment are two demographics that are 
attracted to such places.

“If they’re not military or former 
military, oftentimes they’re law enforce-
ment,” he said. “It seems to draw one of 

those two [groups] quite a bit.”
The facility itself represents an invest-

ment of $14 million and 50 new jobs and 
houses four separate ranges: two 25-yard 
12-lane ranges, a 50-yard 10-lane range 
and a 100-yard eight-lane range.

The space is “climate adjusted” to 71 
degrees year-round and is planned to 

include a full-time gunsmith on staff, five 
classrooms, two customer lounges, dojo, 
cafe and a 5,000-square-foot space for ad-
ditional retail. A training simulator, to be 
used with either lasers or live fire, is also 
on-site, and a two-level 1,600-square-foot 
live fire shoot house for law enforcement 
training is in the works.

Regardless of experience, every new 
shooter has to go through a short orienta-
tion class before shooting there.

The upscale facility is the latest in a 
recent trend of such “guntry clubs” that 
include amenities that go well beyond 
just targets to shoot at. The Frisco Gun 
Club in Texas, for example, is 43,000 
square feet and has a 7,000-square-foot 
retail space and a VIP club featuring 
private lanes and a lounge replete with 
a fireplace.

Mr. Wodack has made it a point to shy 
away from such a “VIP” environment 
while still providing recreational shoot-
ers an opportunity for a more upscale 
experience.

“There are shooters in Northern Vir-
ginia that don’t have a place to go, and 
they’re not going to go wait in line for two 
hours to shoot,” he told The Washington 
Times earlier this year. “The range is a 
high-quality facility, but we’re going to 
try to make it affordable for everyone.”

Veterans, shooting sports enthusiasts  
flock to new ‘guntry club’ near nation’s capital
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high end gun range similar to this in Las vegas, nv, opened in Prince William county.  
(aP Photo/John Locher)
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By Tom Freeman
nra amerIcan WarrIOr maGazIne 

The 2014 shooting season 
started on a down note for 
World Champion Law En-
forcement 3-gun shooter 
Craig Calkins. On the second 
day of the Superstition Mys-
tery Mountain 3-Gun Match 

in Mesa, Ariz., Calkins’ AR-15 suffered a 
huge trigger problem. 

The trigger pin had snapped in two, 
and one side had worked itself out. He 
was able to get a few shots out of the gun 
before abandoning it and transitioning to 
his shotgun to complete the stage. The 
result was numerous un-hit targets, a 
boatload of penalty time added to his raw 
stage time and a finish out of the top 10. 

That was a rough way to start the 
2014 season, but a rare -- indeed mighty 
rare -- one for Craig Calkins, who is 
accustomed to being at the top of the 
leaderboard at most matches.

A Colorado Springs Police Depart-
ment officer, Calkins has come a long 
way in many senses of the phrase. He 
started his law enforcement career in 
1990, working for a small sheriff’s depart-
ment in McLean County, N.D. After a 
few years there he moved to the Mandan 
(N.D.) Police Department, then on to the 
Bismarck (N.D.) Police Department

At Bismarck, Calkins worked in Patrol 
and in the Traffic Unit until heading west 
for Colorado Springs in 2001. 

Calkins grew up shooting and hunting 
with his father, but didn’t begin competi-
tive shooting until the mid 1990s. There 
was no on-duty, near-death experience 
that caused him to want to become more 
proficient with a handgun. His in-laws 
just happened to be avid competitive 
shooters, so he figured he’d give it a try. 
At the time, his duty sidearm was a semi-
automatic pistol, but all the shooters at 
the local matches were using revolv-
ers. “When in Rome,” he figured, and 
grabbed a revolver. 

Calkins’ home range in North Dakota 
was set up around Bianchi Cup matches, 
which place an emphasis on accuracy. 
Back then, gunsmiths were still figur-
ing out how to make a semi-auto like a 
1911 accurate enough to compete with a 
tuned revolver. But this wasn’t a problem 
for Calkins. He excelled 
at Bianchi events with a six-shot wheel 
gun. The first big match he attended was 
the 1997 International Revolver Cham-
pionship in Montrose, Colo. It wasn’t a 
Bianchi match, but Craig’s underlying 
skills allowed him to do well for a first-
time IRC shooter. 

While there, he got his first exposure 
to the advancing revolver technology of 
the time: moon clips versus speed load-
ers, and seven- and eight-shot revolvers. 
It wasn’t long before Calkins had a then 

newly introduced 8-shot Smith & Wesson 
627 chambered in .38 Special. Shortly 
after the 1997 IRC, his home range began 
to transition away from Bianchi to faster-
paced Steel Challenge-type matches. The 
hook, shall we say, was set.  

In Colorado Springs, Calkins worked 
Patrol until late 2002, when he moved to 
the Traffic Crash Unit. He served there 
for five years, did another short stint in 
Patrol and then moved on to the DUI 
Enforcement Unit, where he has been 

assigned since. 
Nowadays on the competitive front 

Calkins focuses on 3-gun matches. 
Colorado has a very active 3-gun and 
practical shooting community, so during 
a typical month he might attend several 
local 3-gun matches, three or four week-
day afternoon Steel Challenge matches 
and a local USPSA/IPSC match or two. 
In 2013, Burris Optics hired Calkins for 
its Pro Staff. In 2014, R&R Targets was 
added to his sponsor list. 

This summer, the World 3-Gun 
Championship was held close to home 
for Calkins at the NRA Whittington 
Center in Raton, N.M. After five days 
of shooting on stages at over 6,000 feet 
elevation, he finished as the No. 1 cop in 
the world, and took second place in the 
Open Division right behind shooting 
legend Jerry Miculek. 

For 3-gun, Calkins regularly shoots in 
the Open Division, pretty much a “hot 
rod, anything goes” game when it comes 
to firearm selection and modifications. 
As long as it is safe and meets a few 
guidelines (no full auto, for instance), a 
competitor can run the gear he or she 
sees fit. 

Calkins’ shotgun is a Benelli M2 with 
an extended magazine tube that holds 
15 shells. To feed his shotgun he uses 

homemade tube loaders that hold four 
to six rounds. His shotgun also fields a 
compact Burris Fastfire II red dot. 

“He (Calkins) is the most aggressive 
and fastest shotgun shooter I have ever 
seen,” a top level 3-gunner told me at a 
match earlier this year. “And I have been 
playing the game for more than 20 years.” 

Calkins enjoys 3-gun more than other 
competitive shooting disciplines because 
of the variety of challenges it presents. 
Competitors can find themselves shoot-

ing a rifle from 5 yards to 400 yards, or 
a shotgun out past 75 to 100 yards. Most 
pistol shots in 3-gun matches range from 
point blank out to 40 or 50 yards.

Just this summer, Calkins transitioned 
to shooting a 16-inch JP Enterprises 
rifle. The low-mass operating system is 
designed to further reduce recoil when 
shooting fast. For optics, he uses a Burris 
XTR 1-4 for distance, with a Fastfire III 
mounted forward and canted off to the 
side for close-up targets. 

Calkins also changed pistols this 
year, moving to a Smith & Wesson M&P 
CORE, again with a Burris Fastfire III on 
top. This is a non-trivial advantage, as 
he carries an M&P on duty. Also, on a 
stage where a firearm must abandoned 
in a dump box, there’s no safety to apply 
on the striker-fired Smith—another 
advantage. 

Of course, Calkins still shoots a re-
volver now and then. Most of his revolv-
ers are set up for double action only and 
have Apex Tactical hammers. 

Calkins does the trigger work for 
these pistols himself. Recently he and I 
pulled a barrel off one of his S&W 627s. 
I asked him how many rounds he had 
through it, as the rifling had clearly seen 
better days. His guess was somewhere 
around 125,000 rounds. Knowing that 

he has two almost identical 627s that he 
uses equally, that’s a lot of shooting! 

During the summer months Calkins 
shoots lots of Steel Challenge matches 
with all types of firearms. He uses every-
thing from a Ruger 10/22 rifle, to a Ruger 
MK III pistol, to a Smith and Wesson 
M&P-15/22, to his M&P CORE. All of 
them have some sort of optic on them, 
allowing him to use these matches as 
cross training for his 3-gun endeavors. 

Calkins said shooting lots of different 
competitions benefits him as a cop in 
many ways. One of the biggest benefits 
comes from being able to take a short 
look at a situation (match stage) and 
quickly come up with a plan to negoti-
ate it. 

“It’s problem solving 101,” he said. 
“There’s no mystery to how this helps 
on the job, where long looks may be a 
tactical impossibility. Things such as 
shooting off rooftops, under cars and 
around barricades can do nothing but 
help me out on the street if the need to 
use deadly force should arise.” 

Calkins added that another benefit 
of competitive shooting is the ability 
to deal with the stress of equipment 
malfunctions. 

“In the line of duty, if a firearm was 
to go down, my familiarity allows me 
to clear it or decisively transition to 
another,” he said. “Sometimes while at 
the PD range, other officers will ask me 
about how to shoot faster or be more ac-
curate,” he continued.

“Oftentimes, I end up talking to them 
about the different matches and how 
they can help develop skills that nor-
mal officers are not exposed to during 
firearm qualification training. It’s about 
shooting more, but also in more varied 
situations. Competition provides that,” 
he said.

A few weeks after Calkins’ so-so 
finish at the SMM3G match in March, 
he went to the USPSA 3-Gun National 
Matches and finished 11th. A couple of 
months later, he had a solid second-place 
finish at the Rocky Mountain 3-Gun 
World Match. Then just a few weeks 
later, he solidly won the Area 2 USPSA 
3-Gun Championship. 

Five years from now Craig still sees 
himself with CSPD and working hard to 
dominate 3-gun competitions. I have no 
doubt he will always do well at both. 

Calkins’ advice to anyone wanting to 
get into competitive shooting is 
to go to a match and check it out. How-
ever, he advises new competitive shoot-
ers to not spend a ton of money without 
talking to guys that have already been 
around the block. They’ll have some 
good advice on equipment. 

And remember, everyone had a first 
match—complete with nerves, mistakes 
and all the other first-match foibles. The 
biggest thing is to just get out there and 
give it a shot. 

A police officer by day, a world-class shooter off duty

Calkins grew up shooting and hunting with his father, but 
didn’t begin competitive shooting until the mid 1990s. 

There was no on-duty, near-death experience that caused 
him to want to become more proficient with a handgun.

PHOTO: NRA American Warrior magazine
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By Sarah Beard
nra american Warrior magazine

Many of my best 
friends at the Olym-
pic Training Center 
complex in Colorado 
Springs are Paralym-
pic athletes. I’m also 
close to many former 

and current warriors in various military 
branches. However, my experience at the 
2014 Warrior Games touched me more 
deeply than I ever expected.

For many wounded military members, 
the wounds penetrate much deeper than 
what is outwardly visible. Take Marines, 
for example: Every day of training, they 
are drilled with being the best of the 
best. When they become ill, injured or 
wounded, the challenges change. When a 
Marine loses physical health, a part of his 
former identity is also lost.

While it’s easy to see the competitive 
aspect of the Warrior Games, the value 
actually runs much deeper—especially in 
the shooting events. Maj. John Schwent, 
head coach of the Marine shooting team 
at the Warrior Games, said that when 
his Marines are handed an air rifle, they 
see it as a puny version of the M-16s they 
used to shoot. But once they begin shoot-
ing air rifles, they realize how difficult it 
is. Suddenly they’ve discovered another 
way to push their limits.

For Gunnery Sgt. Pedro Aquino, 
who medaled four times this year, the 
positive effect shooting has on his daily 
life is purely mental. Excelling at air 
rifle shooting requires extreme focus 
and thought control. When he was 
forced to go off painkillers to concen-
trate, his intensity increased; pain only 
became a distraction.

“Every time I’m behind those sights, 
my head clears and all I’m focusing on 
is that pellet,” Mr. Aquino explained.

In past Warrior Games, Master Sgt. 
Dionisios Nicholas has medaled mul-
tiple times in shooting and swimming. 
This year, an issue with his wrists has 
forced him to take a break from partici-
pating. Now he coaches instead.

While swimming helps him heal 
physically, shooting is completely 
different due to the concentration in-
volved. “When I’m shooting, there is 
no pain,” Nicholas said. “I’m in my own 
world. There’s no way to describe it.”

Competitive shooting acts as ther-
apy not only in the physical sense, but 
also in restoring purpose to the lives 
of these individuals. For many of these 
warriors, a common effect of medica-
tion is a loss of a sense of normalcy. 
But when a shooter overcomes the 
effects of medication to compete at a 
higher level, he becomes himself again.

“It’s therapy,” Assistant Coach Paul 
L. Davis said. “It’s absolutely therapy, 
because you feel a purpose again.”

At the 2014 games in early Oc-
tober, the Marines dominated the 
medal count, more than doubling the 
shooting medals of any other military 
branch. While proud of that accom-
plishment, team coaches look beyond 
the glistening medals and instead focus 
on the renewed glow in their athletes’ 
eyes.

“At the end of the day, this program 
exists because we are truly trying to 
save lives,” Mr. Schwent said.

Sarah Beard is a member of the 
U.S. Shooting Team, currently in 
training at the U.S. Olympic Train-
ing Center in Colorado Springs.

Shooting to Heal at the Warrior Games

“Every time I’m behind those sights, my head clears and 
all I’m focusing on is that pellet,” Mr. Aquino explained.

PHOTO: NRA American Warrior magazine
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SPECIAL OFFER

Ever wanted a “living newspaper” that updates itself all day long on your 
tablet or smartphone? Now get The Washington Times’ groundbreaking 

news and conservative commentary right on your mobile device of 
choice with our new National Digital Edition. The “living newspaper” is 

updated all day long on your tablet or smartphone with the best articles 
and op-eds written by The Washington Times’ staff plus exclusive 

columns and features only available to NDE subscribers.

Sign up today! A one-year subscription is just $39.99. 
� at’s less than 11¢ a day! 

Available at

It’s an app … a magazine … 
a news ticker … a living newspaper!
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My dad, an Army dentist, decided to take 
me hunting to cheer me up. In the fi eld during 
my fi rst hunt, I found the peace I had been 
looking for. We hunted squirrels, and today I can 
make a fantastic squirrel stew. But those trips 
through the woods also challenged me, gave me 
something to look forward to, and instilled in 
me a confi dence that spread through every facet 
of my life. I stopped wanting to be someone else, 
and started pushing myself to excel at the things 
I wanted to do, regardless of whether it was what 
others thought I should be doing.

Seeing the pride my father got from serving 
his country inspired me to enlist in the Kansas 
National Guard as a mechanic at 17. At the time, 
I couldn’t even change a tire, but it was a skill I 
knew I’d need in the future. Last year, someone 
in my unit suggested I enter the Miss Kansas 

competition. I wasn’t sure at fi rst—I had no 
pageant experience, and had never thought of 
myself as a “beauty queen.” But when he pointed 
out how my diversity would make me a good 
role model, I joined on a whim. 

Competing in pageants was harder for me 
than boot camp. Despite feeling out of my 
element among this group of very girly girls, 
I was crowned Miss Kansas last June. I never 
thought I would win, and I was soon faced with 
a tough decision. I have two tattoos—a small 
military medical insignia in honor of my father 
and my future career, and the Serenity Prayer 
on my right side to remind me of the strength 
God gave me during diffi  cult times. Displaying 
tattoos was a long-standing pageant taboo, and 
some suggested I cover them. But considering 
that my platform was empowering women 

to overcome stereotypes, it would have been 
hypocritical to cover them just to improve my 
odds of winning.

When I walked onstage as a fi nalist during 
the swimsuit competition, the crowd went wild. 
Although I didn’t take home the crown, I made 
it to the top  and was voted “America’s Choice.” 
� is was a huge honor for me, and I’d earned it 
without compromising my integrity.

After the competition, many fi nalists were 
off ered modeling contracts. Given my military 
background and male-dominated interests, 
it wasn’t surprising that there was something 
diff erent in store for me. Bass Pro Shops decided 
I’d make a great spokesperson for their new SHE 
line of hunting apparel, but that wasn’t all—last 
November, the Outdoor Channel approached 
me about hosting a hunting show.

It sounded like fun, but I wanted to encourage 
and empower women, and I knew that would 
take more than 30 minutes of me in the fi eld 
every week. “Limitless” will chronicle my 
journey as I continue to push the boundaries 
of what I believe I am capable of. � ere will be 
a hunt in every episode, but it will be primarily 
about overcoming diffi  cult challenges—training 
with smoke jumpers, climbing Wyoming’s 
“Devils Tower,” and more—to prove to viewers 
and to myself that I am, indeed, limitless. 
In doing so, I hope to encourage viewers to 
discover the limitless potential in themselves.

t 10, I didn’t know the serenity prayer yet, but I 
remember saying a similar prayer almost every day. 
I had been bullied my whole life, and by then, I truly 
wanted to die. I remember asking god for the strength 
to stand up for myself, and peace with who I was 
despite the teasing.

THERESA 
VAIL

24-year-old 
� eresa Vail is 
a beauty queen 
and avid hunter 
who also serves 
her country in the 
National Guard.

         ‘LIMITLESS’ 

WILL CHRONICLE 

MY JOURNEY AS I 

CONTINUE TO PUSH 

THE BOUNDARIES OF 

WHAT I BELIEVE I 

AM CAPABLE OF.
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The following chart lists the main provisions of state firearms laws as of the date of publication. 
In addition to the state provisions, the purchase, sale, and, in certain circumstances, the pos-
session and interstate transportation of firearms are regulated by the Federal Gun Control Act 
of 1968 as amended by the Firearms Owners` Protection Act of 1986. Also, cities and localities 
may have their own gun ordinances in addition to federal and state restrictions. Details may be 
obtained by contacting local law enforcement authorities or by consulting your state`s firearms 
law digest compiled by the NRA Institute for Legislative Action.

STATE

GUN
BAN

EXEMPTIONS
TO NICS2

STATE WAITING PERIOD - 
NUMBER OF DAYS

HANDGUNS               LONG GUNS

LICENSE OR PERMIT 
TO PURCHASE

HANDGUNS               LONG GUNS

REGISTRATION

HANDGUNS               LONG GUNS

RANGE 
PROTECTION 

LAW

Alabama —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Alaska —— RTC3  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Arizona —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Arkansas —— RTC3  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

California X1 ——  105 105,6  X10,11 ——  X12 X13 X

Colorado —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Connecticut X1 ——  145,6 145,6  X9,11 ——  —— X13 X

Delaware —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— ——

Florida —— ——  36 ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Georgia —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Hawaii X1 P, RTC  —— ——  X9,11 X9  X12 X12 ——

Idaho —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Illinois X1,7 ——  3 2  X9 X9  X14 X14 X

Indiana —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Iowa —— P, RTC  —— ——  X9 ——  —— —— X

Kansas —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Kentucky —— RTC3  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Louisiana —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Maine —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Maryland X1 ——  75 74,5  X10,11 ——  —— —— X

Massachusetts X1,7 ——  —— ——  X9 X9  —— —— X

Michigan —— P, RTC  —— ——  X9,11 ——  X —— X

Minnesota —— ——  79 X9  X9 X9  —— —— X

Mississippi —— RTC3  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Missouri —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Montana —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Nebraska —— P  —— ——  X ——  X7 —— X

Nevada —— RTC  7 ——  —— ——  X7 —— X

New Hampshire —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

New Jersey X1 ——  —— ——  X9 X9  —— X13 X

New Mexico —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

New York X1 ——  —— ——  X9,11 X9  X X15 X

North Carolina —— P, RTC  —— ——  X9 ——  —— —— X

North Dakota —— RTC3  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Ohio —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Oklahoma —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Oregon —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Pennsylvania —— ——  —— ——  X9 ——  —— —— X

Rhode Island —— ——  75 75  X11 ——  —— —— X

South Carolina —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

South Dakota —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Tennessee —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Texas —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Utah —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Vermont —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Virginia X1 ——  —— ——  X10 ——  —— —— X

Washington —— ——  58 ——  —— ——  —— —— ——

West Virginia —— ——  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Wisconsin —— ——  2 ——  —— ——  —— —— X

Wyoming —— RTC  —— ——  —— ——  —— —— X

District of Columbia X1 ——  10 10  X X  X X X

COMPENDIUM OF  
STATE LAWS  
GOvErNING FIrEArMS
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STATE

STATE PROVISION 
FOR RIGHT-TO-CARRY 

CONCEALED

CARRYING  
OPENLY  

PROHIBITED

RIGHT TO CARRY 
RECIPROCITY AND 

RECOGNITION

OWNER ID CARDS  
OR LICENSING

WORKPLACE 
PROTECTION LAW

STATE FIREARMS 
PREEMPTION LAWS

Alabama M X18 TR —— —— X

Alaska R16 —— OR —— X X

Arizona R16 —— OR —— X X

Arkansas R  19 CR —— —— X

California L X20 N —— —— X

Colorado R X21 TR —— —— X21

Connecticut M X N —— —— X23

Delaware L —— CR —— —— X

Florida R X TR —— X X

Georgia R X TR —— X X

Hawaii L X N X —— ——

Idaho R —— OR —— X X

Illinois D X N X —— ——

Indiana R X OR —— X X24

Iowa R X OR —— —— X

Kansas R —— CR —— X X

Kentucky R —— OR —— X X

Louisiana R —— TR —— X X

Maine R —— CR —— —— X

Maryland L X N —— —— X

Massachusetts L X N X —— X23

Michigan R X18 OR —— —— X

Minnesota R X18 CR —— X X

Mississippi R —— TR —— X X

Missouri R —— OR —— —— X

Montana R —— CR —— —— X

Nebraska R —— TR —— —— X

Nevada R —— CR —— —— X23

New Hampshire R —— TR —— —— X

New Jersey L X N X —— X23

New Mexico R —— CR —— —— X

New York L X N X —— X23

North Carolina R —— TR —— —— X

North Dakota R X20 TR —— —— X

Ohio R  17 CR —— —— X

Oklahoma R X20 OR —— X X

Oregon R —— N —— —— X

Pennsylvania R X18 CR —— —— X

Rhode Island L X N —— —— X

South Carolina R X CR —— —— X

South Dakota R —— OR —— —— X

Tennessee R  19 OR —— —— X

Texas R X CR —— —— X

Utah R X20 OR —— X X

Vermont R16  19 OR —— —— X

Virginia R —— CR —— —— X

Washington R X22 CR —— —— X

West Virginia R —— CR —— —— X

Wisconsin D —— N —— —— X

Wyoming R —— CR —— —— X

District of Columbia D X N X —— ——

Since state laws are subject to frequent change, this chart is not to be 
considered legal advice or a restatement of the law.

All fifty states have passed sportsmen`s protection laws to halt harrassment.

COMPENDIUM OF  
STATE LAWS  
GOvErNING FIrEArMS
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 With extensive gun control laws on the books in America, there are two challenges facing every gun owner.  First, 
you owe it to yourself to become familiar with the federal laws on gun ownership.   Only by knowing the laws can you 
avoid innocently breaking one.
 Second, while federal legislation receives the most media attention, state legislatures and city councils make 
many more decisions regarding your right to own and carry firearms.  NRA members and all gun owners must take extra 
care to be aware of anti-gun laws and ordinances at the state and local levels. 

Notes:

1. "Assault weapons" are prohibited in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New 
York. Massachusetts: It is unlawful to sell or transfer handguns not on the Firearms Roster. 
The City of Boston has a separate "assault weapons" law. Some local jurisdictions in Ohio 
also ban “assault weapons.” Hawaii prohibits “assault pistols.” California bans “assault 
weapons”, .50BMG caliber firearms, some .50 caliber ammunition and “unsafe hand-
guns.” Illinois: Chicago, Evanston, Oak Park, Morton Grove, Winnetka, Wilmette, and 
Highland Park prohibit handguns; some cities prohibit other kinds of firearms. Maryland 
prohibits “assault pistols”; the sale or manufacture of any handgun manufactured after 
Jan. 1, 1985, that does not appear on the Handgun Roster; and the sale of any handgun 
manufactured after January 1, 2003 that is not equipped with an “integrated mechani-
cal safety device.” Massachusetts:  It is unlawful to sell, transfer or possess “any assault 
weapon or large capacity feeding device” [more than 10 rounds] that was not legally 
possessed on September 13, 1994 and the sale of handguns not on the Firearms Roster.  
The City of Boston has a separate “assault weapons” law.  The District of Columbia 
bans "assault weapons," .50BMG caliber firearms and ammunition, "unsafe firearms," 
and "large capacity" (more than 10 rounds) ammunition feeding devices. Virginia 
prohibits "Street Sweeper" shotguns. (With respect to some of these laws and ordinances, 
individuals may retain prohibited firearms owned previously, with certain restrictions.)  
The sunset of the federal assault weapons ban does not affect the validity of state and 
local “assault weapons” bans.

2.  National Instant Check System (NICS) exemption codes:
 RTC-Carry Permit Holders Exempt From NICS
 P-Holders of state licenses to possess or purchase or firearms ID cards exempt from 

NICS.

3. NICS exemption notes: Alaska: Permits marked “NICS Exempt”. Arkansas: Those issued 
on and after 4/1/99 qualify. Kentucky: Permits issued after 7/12/06 qualify. Michigan: 
Licenses to Purchase a Pistol and Concealed Pistol Licenses (CPL’s) issued on or after 
11/22/05 qualify. Mississippi: Permits issued to security guards do not qualify.  North 
Dakota: Those issued on or after 12/1/1999 qualify.  

4. Maryland subjects purchases of  “assault weapons” to a 7-day waiting period.

5. Waiting period for all sales.  California: 10 days; sales, transfers and loans of handguns 
must be made through a dealer or through a sheriff’s office.  Maryland: 7 days; purchasers 
of regulated firearms must undergo background checks performed by the State Police, 
either through a dealer or directly through the State Police.  Rhode Island: 7 days; private 
sales can be made through a dealer or the seller must follow the same guidelines as a 
sale from a dealer.

6. The waiting period does not apply to a person holding a valid permit or license to carry 
a firearm. In Connecticut, a certificate of eligibility exempts the holder from the waiting 
period for handgun purchases; a hunting license or a permit to carry exempts the holder 
for long gun purchasers. California: transfers of a long gun to a person’s parent, child or 
grandparent are exempt from the waiting period.  Persons who are screened and cleared 
through the Personal Firearms Eligibility Check are still subject to the 10-day waiting 
period and background check provisions.

7. In certain cities or counties.

8.  May be extended by police to 30 days in some circumstances. An individual not holding 
a driver’s license must wait 60 days.

9. Connecticut: A certificate of eligibility or a carry permit is required to obtain a hand-
gun and a carry permit is required to transport a handgun outside your home. Hawaii: 
Purchase permits are required for all firearms Illinois: A Firearm Owner’s Identification 
Card (FOI) is required to possess or purchase a firearm, must be issued to qualified ap-
plicants within 30 days, and is valid for 5 years. Iowa: A purchase permit is required 
for handguns, and is valid for one year.  Massachusetts: Firearms and feeding devices 
for firearms are divided into classes. Depending on the class, a firearm identification 
card (FID) or class A license or class B license is required to possess, purchase, or carry 
a firearm, ammunition thereof, or firearm feeding device, or “large capacity feeding 
device.” Michigan: A handgun purchaser must obtain a license to purchase from lo-
cal law enforcement, and within 10 days present the license and handgun to obtain a 

certificate of inspection. Minnesota: A handgun transfer or carrying permit, or a 7-day 
waiting period and handgun transfer report, is required to purchase handguns or “assault 
weapons” from a dealer. A permit is valid for one year, a transfer report for 30 days. New 
Jersey: Firearm owners must possess a FID, which must be issued to qualified applicants 
within 30 days. To purchase a handgun, a purchase permit, which must be issued within 
30 days to qualified applicants and is valid for 90 days, is required. An FID is required 
to purchase long guns. New York: Purchase, possession and/or carrying of a handgun 
require a single license, which includes any restrictions made upon the bearer. New 
York City also requires a license for long guns. North Carolina: To purchase a handgun, 
a license or permit is required, which must be issued to qualified applicants within 30 
days. Persons with a Right-to-Carry license are exempt. Pennsylvania:  No private sales. 
All handgun purchases must go through a licensed dealer or the county sheriff.  

10.  A permit is required to acquire another handgun before 30 days have elapsed follow-
ing the acquisition of a handgun.  In Virginia, those with a permit to carry a concealed 
weapon are exempt from this prohibition.

11. Requires proof of safety training for purchase.  California: Must have Handgun Safety 
Certificate receipt, which is valid for five years. Connecticut: To receive certificate of 
eligibility, must complete a handgun safety course approved by the Commissioner 
of Public Safety.  Hawaii: Must have completed an approved handgun safety course.  
Maryland: Must complete an approved handgun safety course. Michigan: A person 
must correctly answer 70% of the questions on a basic safety review questionnaire 
in order to obtain a license to purchase. New York: Some counties require a handgun 
safety training course to receive a license.   Rhode Island: Must receive a state-issued 
handgun safety card.

12.  Registration/Licensing requirements.  California:  A person moving into California has 
60 days to file a registration form with the Department of Justice.  Hawaii: Must register 
any firearm(s) brought into the State within 3 days of arrival of the person or firearm(s), 
whichever occurs later. Handguns purchased from licensed dealers must be registered 
within 5 days.  Illinois: A new resident must obtain FOI card as soon as possible when 
moving to the State.  Massachusetts:  A new resident has 60 days to obtain a FID card.  
Michigan:  After establishing residency, a new resident must obtain a license to purchase 
and certificate of inspection for each handgun.  Nebraska:  Omaha handgun owners 
must register their firearms with the local police.  Nevada: Clark County: A resident 
must register their handguns after being in the county for more than 60 days.  New York:  
A license must be obtained before acquisition and relocation

13. “Assault weapon” registration. California had two dates by which assault weapons had to 
be registered or possession after such date would be considered a felony: March 31, 1992 
for the named make and model firearms banned in the 1989 legislation and December 
31, 2000 for the firearms meeting the definition of the “assault weapons in the 1999 
legislation.  In Connecticut, those firearms banned by specific make and model in the 
1993 law had to be registered by October 1, 1994 or possession would be considered 
a felony.  A recent law requires registration of additional guns by October 1, 2003. In 
New Jersey, any “assault weapon” not registered, licensed, or rendered inoperable 
pursuant to a state police certificate by May 1, 1991, is considered contraband.

14.  Chicago only. No handgun not already registered may be possessed. Must get FOID 
card after receiving drivers' license.

15. New York City only.

16. Vermont, Alaska and Arizona law respect your right to carry without a permit. Alaska and 
Arizona also have permit to carry systems to establish reciprocity with other states.

17. A person with a concealed handgun license may transport a loaded handgun in a 
vehicle if it is in a holster.

18. Carrying a handgun openly in a motor vehicle requires a license. Minnesota: Persons 
with a CCW permit can carry openly.

19. Arkansas prohibits carrying a firearm “with a purpose to employ it as a weapon against a 
person.”  Tennessee prohibits carrying “with the intent to go armed.” Vermont prohibits 
carrying a firearm “with the intent or purpose of injuring another.”

20. Loaded.

21.  Municipalities may prohibit open carry in government buildings if such prohibition is 
clearly posted.

22. Local jurisdictions may opt of the prohibition.

23.  Preemption through judicial ruling. Local regulation may be instituted in Massachusetts 
if ratified by the legislature.

24. Except Gary and East Chicago and local laws enacted before January 1994.

Concealed carry codes:

R: Right-to-Carry "Shall issue" or less restrictive discretionary permit system (Ala., Conn.)  
(See also note #19.)

M: Reasonable May Issue; the state has a permissive may issue law, but the authorities 
recognize the right to keep and bear arms.

L: Right-to-Carry Limited by local authority's discretion over permit issuance.
D: Right-to-Carry Denied, no permit system exists; concealed carry is prohibited.

Reciprocity and Recognition codes:

OR: Outright Recognition TR: True Reciprocity
CR: Conditional Reciprocity N: No recognition

With extensive gun control laws on the books in America, there are two challenges facing every gun 
owner. First, you owe it to yourself to become familiar with the federal laws on gun ownership. Only by 
knowing the laws can you avoid innocently breaking one.
Second, while federal legislation receives the most media attention, state legislatures and city councils 
make many more decisions regarding your right to own and carry firearms. NRA members and all gun 
owners must take extra care to be aware of anti-gun laws and ordinances at the state and local levels.

COMPENDIUM OF  
STATE LAWS  
GOvErNING FIrEArMS
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Freedom Alliance
Congratulates

Capt. Eddie Klein
for winning the Defender of Freedom Award

Millie Hallow
for winning the Service to America Award

&

United States Army Captain Eddie “Flip” Klein enlisted in 
the Army in 2000. As a Corporal, he had the rare honor 
of being selected from within the ranks to attend the 
United States Military Academy at West Point, New York.

Life as he knew it changed on October 22, 2012 when 
an Improvised Explosive Device exploded nearly taking 
his life.

His courage and determination to succeed have earned 
him our 2014 Defender of Freedom Award. 

Our 2014 Service to America Award is presented to 
Mrs. Millie Hallow. Millie has served at the National 
Rifl e Association as the Managing Director, Executive 
Operations, since 1996. Reporting directly to the 
Executive Vice President and CEO of the NRA.

She is a fi erce, but fair, fi ghter for the causes she holds dear, 
and a friend to conservatives in every corner of the country. 
Our conservative cause is stronger, and our country’s future 
brighter, because of Millie Hallow’s e� orts. 

FREEDOM ALLIANCE
THE PRICE OF LIBERTY IS ETERNAL VIGILANCE


	D01-WTSS1217
	D02-WTSS1217
	D03-WTSS1217
	D04-WTSS1217
	D05-WTSS1217
	D06-WTSS1217
	D07-WTSS1217
	D08-WTSS1217
	D09-WTSS1217
	D10-WTSS1217
	D11-WTSS1217
	D12-WTSS1217
	D13-WTSS1217
	D14-WTSS1217
	D15-WTSS1217
	D16-WTSS1217

